254                         MARIE  LOUISE.

Silesia and against the Austrian army of Bohemia,
both of which declined battle. If he advanced
against Bliicher, the Austrians descended into Sax-
ony; if he advanced against Schwarzenberg, the
Prussians threatened Dresden. Meanwhile, Wiir-
temberg was in open insurrection; the Cossacks had
captured Cassel; the Saxons and Wiirtembergers
were worked upon by secret societies, and the King
of Bavaria, under the compulsion of his people, gave
notice to the Emperor that he should be obliged to
join the coalition. " My star grew dim," said Napo-
leon, speaking of this period at Saint Helena; "I
felt the reins slipping through my fingers, and I was
powerless. Nothing but a miracle could have saved
us, and every day by one fatality after another our
chances diminished. Ill will began to appear among
us; fatigue and discouragement overcame the major-
ity; my lieutenants became lax, awkward, careless,
and consequently unsuccessful; they were no longer
the men of the beginning of the Revolution, nor those
of my successful days. The superior generals were
tired; I had granted them too much respect, too
many honors, too much wealth. They had tasted the
cup of pleasure, and were anxious for ease "at any
price. The holy fire burned dim,"

What discouraged all thinking men, soldiers as well
as civilians, was the entry of Austria into the coali-
tion. France might have been able to resist all its
other enemies together; but to fight against their
armies and the Austrian armies as well, was too much,